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Year 3 

 
 

Year 4 

 
 

Year 5 

 
 

Year 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sing mostly in tune, showing greater 
awareness of pitch-matching. 
 
Sing a wider range of songs* with 
expression and a sense of melodic 
shape. 
 
(*simple rounds, partner songs, 
songs with verse/chorus).  
 
Show developing control of dynamics 
and tempo when singing. 
 
Demonstrate an awareness of correct 
posture for singing. 
 
 

 
 Sing in tune with expression and 
clear diction, maintaining a wider 
pitch range with a good sense of 
melodic shape. 
 
Show good control of dynamics and 
tempo when singing. 
 
Maintain correct posture for singing 
and begin to show appropriate breath 
control. 
 
Sing increasingly complex songs: 
rounds, partner songs, songs with 
verse/chorus. 

 
Sing in tune with accuracy and 
confidence, maintaining a wider pitch 
range, correct posture and clear 
diction.   
 
Sing expressively, showing an 
awareness of style, demonstrating 
the ability to control tempo and 
dynamics appropriately. 
 
Sing a wide variety of songs: unison, 
partner, canon, songs with 2 or more 
parts. 
 
Maintain an independent part with 
increasing control (repeated pattern, 
melody, drone, echo, harmony). 

 
Sing in tune with accuracy and 
confidence, maintaining a wider pitch 
range, correct posture, clear diction 
and breath control. 
 
 
Sing with confidence and expression, 
showing a clear sense of style, 
confidently controlling dynamics, 
tempo, and other expressive features 
of the music. 
 
 
Maintain an independent part with 
good control, accuracy and 
expression, showing awareness of 
how parts fit together.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Listening 
 

 

 
Listen with increasing concentration 
to a variety of live and recorded music 
from different cultures, traditions and 
historical periods music, recognising 
how changes in tempo, dynamics, 
pitch, and timbre create different 
moods and effects. 
 
Aurally identify simple rhythm 
patterns using  
 

walk/ta 
 
jogging/te- te    
 
 

one-beat rests    Z    

 
Listen with concentration to a variety 
of live and recorded music from 
different cultures, traditions, and 
historical periods music, recognising 
how changes in the interrelated 
dimensions of music create different 
moods and effects. 
 
Aurally identify rhythm patterns using  
 

walk/ta 
 
jogging/te- te    
 
  
 stride (2 beat)  
 

 
Listen with attention to detail to a 
wide range of music from different 
traditions, genres, styles and periods, 
recognising and describing how the 
interrelated dimensions of music are 
used for intended effects. 
 
Aurally identify rhythm patterns using  
 

walk/ta 
 
jogging/te- te    
 
 
stride (2 beat)   
 

 
Listen with attention to detail to a 
wide range of music from different 
traditions, genres, styles and periods, 
describing and evaluating musical 
features using appropriate musical 
vocabulary. 
 
 
Aurally identify extended rhythm 
patterns using  
 

walk/ta 
 
 
jogging/te- te    
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Begin to recognise different 
instrument families (percussion, 
woodwind, brass, string) from sight 
and/or sound. 

 one-beat rests   Z   or    
 
 
Aurally recognise different instrument 
families (percussion, woodwind, 
brass, string.)  

one-beat rests   Z   or    
 
wade (4 beats) 
 
Recognise the sounds of some 
individual instruments from different 
instrumental families. 
 
Begin to recognise the characteristics 
of different styles of music and place 
them within a historical timeline. 
 
Begin to recognise 2,3,4 metre. 

 
stride (2 beat)   
 

one-beat rests   Z   or    
 
wade (4 beats)     
 

Caterpillar    
 
Recognise the sounds of an 
increasing number of instruments 
from different instrumental families. 
 
Begin to recognise the characteristics 
of different styles of music and place 
them within a historical timeline. 
 
Recognise 2,3,4 metre 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Playing 
 

 

 
Keep a steady pulse accurately on an 
instrument or with movement 
 
Demonstrate the difference between 
pulse and rhythm. 
 
Play simple repeating rhythms on 
percussion instruments. 
 
Play simple melodic patterns on 
tuned instruments 
 
Play fast/slow, loud/quiet, high/low 
and change the type of sound when I 
play instruments with increasing 
control and accuracy. 

 
Keep a steady pulse independently 
and respond to changes in tempo, 
maintaining and appropriate pulse. 
 
Maintain a simple rhythm part 
independently, keeping in time to the 
pulse. 
 
Play a variety of rhythm patterns with 
accuracy. 
 
Maintain a simple melody part 
independently, keeping in time with 
the pulse 
 
  
Demonstrate increasing control of 
tempo and dynamics when playing. 
 
 
 

 
Play melodic and rhythmic parts as 
part of an ensemble, keeping in time 
with other players. 
 
 
Confidently control changes in 
dynamics and tempo when playing 
alone and with others. 
 
Play in solo and ensemble contexts 
with fluency and expression. 

 
Play melodic and rhythmic parts as 
part of an ensemble, keeping in time 
with other players. 
 
Maintain an independent part in an 
ensemble, showing awareness of how 
parts fit together. 
 
 
 Play confidently with fluency and 
expression, demonstrating increased 
understanding of musical features 
when I play to achieve a musical 
outcome. 
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Performing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Maintain a part within a group, 
showing some awareness of other 
performers. 
 
Follow simple performance directions 
(e.g. starting/stopping, changes in 
tempo & dynamics) 
 
Show some awareness of the 
audience when performing 

 
 
Maintain an independent part within a 
group, showing awareness of other 
performers. 
 
Follow simple performance directions 
(start/stop/loud/quiet/fast/ 
slow) and respond with increasing 
fluency and control. 
 
Demonstrate awareness of the 
audience and perform with a sense of 
occasion. 
 
 

 
 
Maintain an independent part in a 
group with fluency and expression, 
showing awareness of other 
performers.  
 
 Perform expressively to an audience 
demonstrating an awareness of place 
and occasion. 

 
 
Maintain an independent part in a 
group (or as a soloist) with increased 
control, fluency and expression, 
showing awareness of other 
performers.  
 
Communicate expressively to an 
audience, showing an awareness of 
place and occasion. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Composing and 
Improvising 

 
Improvise short rhythmic and melodic 
patterns using the voice and 
instruments. 
 
Create and develop musical ideas 
within given structures (e.g., ABA 
form) or in response to a stimulus. 
 
Sequence and combine sounds to 
create special effects, moods and 
atmospheres using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 
 
 
Begin to improve own work. 

 
Improvise rhythmic and melodic 
phrases using the voice and 
instruments. 
 
 
Create and develop musical ideas 
within given structures (e.g., ABA, 
Rondo, Call and Response) or in 
response to a stimulus. 
 
 
Compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions to achieve intended 
effects. 
 
Make improvements to own work, 
explaining reasons for changes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Improvise longer melodic and 
rhythmic phrases using the 
interrelated dimensions of music 
with developing control. 
 
Compose music using a range of 
devices (e.g., ostinato, chord 
patterns, call and response, drone, 
repetition). 
 
Compose music for a range of 
purposes using the interrelated 
dimensions with understanding and 
control to achieve intended effects. 
 
Make improvements to own work, 
explaining reasons for changes using 
musical vocabulary. 

 
Improvise longer melodic and 
rhythmic phrases using the 
interrelated dimensions of music 
with confidence and control. 
 
Compose music using a range of 
devices and/or for different purposes 
demonstrating an increased 
understanding of how the interrelated 
dimensions of music have been used 
to achieve intended effects. 
  
 
Make improvements to my own work 
and suggest improvements to the 
work of others using appropriate 
musical vocabulary. 
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Notation and 
Technology 

 
Use music technology to explore, 
capture and combine sounds.   
 
Recognise and understand  symbols 
for  
 

Crotchet   
 
 
Quavers         
 

Crotchet rest  Z    
 
Create own graphic notations to 
represent sounds. 
 
Experience simple one-line staff pitch 
notation 

 
Use music technology to explore, 
capture, change and combine 
sounds.   
 
Recognise and understand symbols 
for  
 
Crotchet   
 
 
Quavers         
 

Crotchet rest   Z    or 
 
Minim    
 
Experience simple two-line staff pitch 
notation 

 
Combine, manipulate and refine 
musical sounds using appropriate 
technology. 
 
Recognise and understand symbols 
for  
 
Crotchet   
 
 
Quavers         
 

Crotchet rest   Z    or 
 
Minim    
 
Semibreve (4 beats)     
 
Experience three-line staff pitch 
notation 
 
Recognise different metres 2,3,4  
 

 
Combine, manipulate and refine 
musical sounds using appropriate 
technology. 
 
Recognise and understand symbols 
for  
 
Crotchet   
 
Quavers         
 

Crotchet rest   Z    or 
 
Minim    
Semibreve (4 beats)   

 Semiquavers   
 
Experience staff notation of pitch 
 
Recognise different metres 2,3,4 


